A study of disposal of hospital wastes in a rural teaching hospital.
The present study was carried out in order to observe and analyse the waste disposal patterns in a 500 bedded, multidisciplinary hospital located in a rural area. The hospital under study is a teaching hospital attached to a Medical college and has been functioning for over ten years. Data were collected by means of pre-structured interviews and on-the-spot observations of the various stages in the waste disposal chain. It was observed that the hospital does not have a documented wastes management and disposal policy. The disposal of wastes is not properly supervised and is exclusively entrusted to the junior most staff from the house keeping department. The disposal of all categories of hospital wastes, in general, leaves much to be desired and even pathological wastes were observed to be disposed off, on the open ground with scant regard to aesthetic considerations. Both the internal as well as external transportation of hospital wastes were found to be far from satisfactory.